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COMMITTEE SCHEDULES FLORIDA FIELD HEARING ON NAFrA
For immediate release, Wednesday, July 21, 1993
WASHINGTON -- The House Agriculture Committee will hold a public hearing
July 31 in Orlando, Florida on the agriculture-related provisions of the proposed
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), announced Committee Chairman
Kika de la Garza, D-Texas.
"President Clinton will likely initiate the legislative process in Congress for
approving NAFTA and the supplemental agreements in the near future. Our
Committee wants to allow organizations and individuals at the grassroots level an
opportunity to express their views about this very important trade agreement and
its implications for our nation's economic future," said Rep. de la Garza.
The Committee field hearing will be held Saturday, July 31, in the City
Council Chambers of Orlando's City Hall, located at 400 South Orange.
Persons and/or organizations interested in testifying or submitting written
statements should contact Xavier Equihua of the Committee staff at 202-225-1867.
Chairman de la Garza hopes to schedule additional field hearings in Texas,
Kansas and California to provide the Committee with a broad sampling of public
and agricultural sector views on NAFTA.
If approved by the governments of the United States, Mexico and Canada,
NAFTA would eliminate all non-tariff trade barriers between the three countries
and phase-out all tariffs over a 10 or 15-year time period, including those tariffs on
agricultural products. Mexico is U.S. agriculture's third largest single-country
market. U.S. agricultural exports to Mexico have grown significantly since the mid-
1980's, rising from $1.4 billion to almost $3.0 billion in fiscal 1991.
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